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BIOGRAPHY 
Marc Lee *1969 is a Swiss artist. He focuses on real-time processed, computer programmed audio 
visual installations, AR, VR and mobile apps. He reflects critically creative, cultural, ecological, 
social, and political aspects. His projects reflect the visions and limits of our information society in 
an intelligent and artistic manner. 
 
Marc has exhibited in major art exhibitions including: ZKM Karlsruhe, New Museum New York, 
Transmediale Berlin, Ars Electronica Linz, HeK Basel, MoMA Shanghai and MMCA Seoul. 
 
Lee's works are in private and public collections including the Federal Art Collection Switzerland 
and the ZKM Karlsruhe and he has won many prices and honorary mentions at international 
festivals, including Transmediale Berlin and Ars Electronica Linz. 

 
SELECTED EDUCATION 
2000-2003 University of Art and Design, ZHdK Zürich, Switzerland, "New Media" Department 
1995-1999 University of Art and Design, HGK Basel, Switzerland, "Installation" Department 
1994-1995 Eastern Institute of Technology, EIT Napier New Zealand, Arts and Design Department 
1993-1994 Bern University of the Arts, BFH Bern  
https://marclee.io/en/about/ 
 
PROJECTS 
https://marclee.io 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
https://marclee.io/en/publications/ 
 
SELECTED AWARDS 
2021 Pax Art Award 2021 - HEK (House of Electronic Arts), Switzerland 
2018 Shortlist of the Net-Based Art Award, Magazine Kunstbulletin and HeK, Switzerland 
2017 Bogdanka Poznanovic Award for the best video installation and software art, Serbia 
2017 Shortlist of the Net-Based Art Award, Magazine Kunstbulletin and HeK, Switzerland 
2015 Social Media Art Award, Phaenomenale 2015, Wolfsburg, Germany 
2015 Japan Media Arts Festival, Art Division, Tokyo, Japan 
2015 ZKM Stipendium in Karlsruhe, Germany 
2008 SuMa Award 2008, Berlin, Germany 
2008 Netart Award 2008, Hamburg, Germany 
2006 Viper International Award in "Transposition", Basel, Switzerland 
2003 tpc CreaTVty award of new media, TPC Zurich, Switzerland 
2003 Förderpreis, Award of University of Art and Design, HGK Zurich, Switzerland 
2003 Honorary Mentions, media art festival Ars Electronica Prices, Linz, Austria 
2002 Transmediale Award in the category 'Software', Berlin (2002) 
2002 Transmediale Public Vote Award in the categories 'Interaction' and 'Software', Berlin 
2002 Transmediale 'Honorary Mention' in the category 'Interaction', Berlin, Germany 
2002 Viper Swiss Award "for Newcomers", Basel, Switzerland 
2002 Read_Me Festival 2002, "Honorary Mention", Moscow, Russia 
2001 Europrix Student's Award, Europrix 

 

EXHIBITIONS 2020 – 2022 (SELECTION) 
2022 KB22, Karachi Biennale, Karachi, Pakistan 

Shenzhen Museum of Contemporary Art and Urban Planning, Shenzhen, China 
Unfold X - Shaping the Future, Space A S-Factory, Seoul, South Korea 
Swissnex San Francisco, Swiss Consulate at Pier 17, San Francisco, USA 
Augsburger Kunstlabor - LAb30, Kulturamt der Stadt Augsburg, Augsburg, Germany 
1.5° CELSIUS, MSU Science Gallery, Michigan, USA 
Ecological Integration, Beijing Media Art Biennale (BMAB) at CAFA Art Museum, Beijing, China 
Marrakesh Unfiltered, Arab Media Lab, Marrakesh, Morocco Solo 
Earthbound - In Dialogue with Nature, European Capitals of Culture, Möllerei Esch, Luxembourg 
Tate AI, Annka Kultys Gallery, London, United Kingdom Solo 
AMT Inaugural Exhibition Digital Resonance, Inaugural Exhibition AMT Center, Gwangju, Korea 
Can Tech Save the World and Art Heal It, Sustainable Singapore Gallery, Singapore 
Saigon Urban Arts Festival, Tan Binh District, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 
IN-SONORA 12, International Sound and Interactive Art Festival, Madrid, Spain 
Hacking Identity - Dancing Diversity, European Capitals of Culture, Möllerei Esch, Luxembourg 
Infrastrukturen, Galerie für Gegenwartskunst E-Werk, Freiburg, Germany Solo 
Swiss Media Art - Pax Art Awards, HEK (House of Electronic Arts), Basel, Switzerland Solo 
 

2021 Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu Museum of Contemporary Art and Tianfu Gallery, Chengdu, China 
Festival for expanded media, 35. Stuttgarter Filmwinter, Stuttgart, Germany 
PIKSEL Festival 2021, BEK - the Bergen Centre for Electronic Art, Bergen, Norway 
West Bund Art & Design Fair with Raiden INST, Art West Bund Center, Shanghai, China 
Are we all here? ONCURATING Project Space, Zurich, Switzerland 
25th Festival Videomedeja, Museum of Contemporary Art of Vojvodina, Novi Sad, Serbia 
Digital Art Collection, Verein für zeitgenössische Kunst, EIGENHEIM Weimar Berlin, Germany 
my home is my castle, Forum Schlossplatz, Aarau, Switzerland 
1st Macao International Contemporary Art Biennale, Advance and Retreat of Globalization, Macao 
Stormy Weather, Centre culturel suisse, Paris, France 
SEND ME AN IMAGE, CO Berlin Foundation, Berlin, Germany 
HeK Net Works - Bobi Wine vs Museveni, House of Electronic Arts, hek.ch Online 
Video of the Month - Marc Lee: Corona TV Bot, HMKV Dortmund, Germany 
 

2020 Black Swan: Unpredictable Future, Oil Tank Culture Park, Seoul, South Korea 
Da Z Festival, Kunstraum Walcheturm and Museum für Gestaltung, Zurich, Switzerland 
MORE AND LESS - Zurich liest, Karl der Grosse, Zurich, Switzerland 
Stormy Weather, Kunstraum Niederoesterreich, Vienna, Austria 
Unter Beobachtung - Kunst des Rückzugs, Kunsthalle Villa Merkel, Esslingen, Germany 
Captured in between Dys-Utopia, Kunstverein, Friedrichshafen, Germany 
MORE AND LESS, Stadtmuseum, Aarau, Switzerland 
Netz Werke, re:publica Campus Neukölln, Berlin, Germany 
Window of the World, Reithalle, St. Moritz, Switzerland 
3x3: Looking Back Stepping Forward, Qinhuai Yi Art Space, Nanjing University of the Arts, China 
India Unfiltered, Palladium, Chennai, India 
Games.Fights.Encounters, ONCURATING Project Space, Zurich, Switzerland 
Pixels Fest Digital Utopia, Yeltsin Center Gallery, Yekaterinburg, Russia 
India Unfiltered, SPACE10, New Delhi and Chennai, India Solo 
Kolkata Literary Festival, ParkStreet, Kolkata, India 
Sculpture garden, Schafhof - European Center for Art Upper Bavaria, Freising, Germany 
 
 
Since 2001 to present: https://marclee.io/en/about/#Exhibitions 
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Marc Lee

Publications 2020 - 2022

Swiss Media Art, Marc Lee, Chloé

Delarue, Laurent Güdel – Pax Art

Awards

HEK (House of Electronic Arts), Basel, Switzerland

Exhibition brochure, 6 pages

2022

Deutsch, English, Français

Boris Magrini

Exhibition brochure (PDF) EN, DE, FR

The Pax Art Award jury is pleased to award Marc Lee (*1969) with this year’s Pax Art

Award for an established voice in the domain of media arts in Switzerland.

more...

Infrastrukturen – Doppelausstellung:

Cecilia Brown – Landstreicherinnen,

Marc Lee – Loss of Diversity

Galerie für Gegenwartskunst, E-Werk Freiburg

Exhibition brochure, 35 pages

2022

Deutsch

Heidi Brunnschweiler

Ausstellungsbooklet (PDF)

The Pax Art Award jury is pleased to award Marc Lee

(*1969) with this year’s Pax Art Award for an established voice in the domain of media

arts in Switzerland.

more...

Pax Art Awards 2021

Art Foundation Pax

Brochure, 2 pages

2021

Deutsch, English

Art Foundation Pax

https://www.artfoundationpax.ch, Brochure (PDF)

The Pax Art Award jury is pleased to award Marc Lee

(*1969) with this year’s Pax Art Award for an established

voice in the domain of media arts in Switzerland.

With his net-based practice he has been a long-standing and important voice within the

media art �eld in Switzerland and he has created a striking body of work. Marc Lee

creates impressive and immersive installations that expand through spaces which

simultaneously enchant and overwhelm.

more...

SEND ME AN IMAGE

Steidl GmbH & Co. OHG (Verlag)

Book, color, 328 pages, 17 x 27 cm

2021

English, German

by Felix Hoffmann und Kathrin Schönegg, CO Berlin

Foundation, Berlin, Germany

ISBN 978-3-95829-962-7

https://shop.co-berlin.org/produkt/send-me-an-image/

Photography has always been a social medium shared with

others. But why do we communicate with each other using

images? And how do the virtual essences that are photographs change our societies?

Featuring works by Moyra Davey, Gilbert & George, Theresa Martinat, Thomas Ruff and

https://marclee.io/en/home/
https://marclee.io/en/publications/Swiss-Media-Art_Marc-Lee_Chlo%C3%A9-Delarue_Laurent-G%C3%BCdel-%E2%80%93-Pax-Art-Awards
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Swiss-Media-Art_Pax-Art-Awards-2021_HEK-Basel_Exhibition-Brochure_EN.pdf
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Swiss-Media-Art_Pax-Art-Awards-2021_HEK-Basel_Exhibition-Brochure_DE.pdf
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Swiss-Media-Art_Pax-Art-Awards-2021_HEK-Basel_Exhibition-Brochure_FR.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/Infrastrukturen-%E2%80%93-Doppelausstellung:-Cecilia-Brown-%E2%80%93-Landstreicherinnen_Marc-Lee-%E2%80%93-Loss-of-Diversity
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Infrastrukturen_Galerie-fuer-Gegenwartskunst_E-Werk_Freiburg.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/Pax-Art-Awards-2021
https://www.artfoundationpax.ch/preistrager-2/?lang=en#marc-lee
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication_Pax-Art-Awards-2021_Marc-Lee.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/SEND-ME-AN-IMAGE
https://shop.co-berlin.org/produkt/send-me-an-image/


Clare Strand, among others, Send me an Image. From Postcards to Social Media

explores the development of photography from a means of communication in the

nineteenth century to its current digital representation online. Its focus lies on the

dialogue between traveling images throughout photography’s 150-year history and

contemporary artists beginning in the 1970s who work with both traditional and

modern photographic techniques, uses and modes of dissemination.

more...

EIGENHEIM EDITION 5 – Digital Art

Collection

Galerie Eigenheim in cooperation with mkv

Book, black and white, 70 pages, 21 x 29.7 cm

2021

English, German

by Konstantin Bayer & Bianka Voigt

galerie-eigenheim.de, PDF

The EIGENHEIM EDITION #5 – Digital Art Collection, a

project by EIGENHEIM Weimar/Berlin in cooperation with

media art association Berlin.

The digital is real. Our everyday lives are signi�cantly shaped by technologies such as

the Internet, smartphones and computers. Such technologies are constantly dissolving

boundaries between physical and virtual spaces and connecting these spheres

together. Art as a mirror of our time uses these media to freshly approach both artistic

forms and contemporary discourses. In doing so, the works make us aware of

opportunities and challenges, forcing us to examine them on a content-related, formal

and technical level.

more...

A Case for Keeping It Random, The New York Times

nytimes.com

Website

2021

English

Alexis Kleinman

nytimes.com, PDF

PAID POST by Dashlane — A Case for Keeping It Randome

explores the role of randomness in art, science and

cybersecurity.

… Marc Lee, a Swiss artist, also makes art for and with the

internet. His project “Airport Lounge” shows social media

posts sent from airport lounges laid on top of satellite

images of airports. Lee doesn’t choose which posts end up

in the piece. “I just take the newest social media posts,” he

says. “It’s a strict concept. I always start with the youngest posts in the beginning. You

never know who is posting what.” Without this randomness, Lee says, “the piece would

not work.”

more...

Captured in-between Dys-Utopia

Kunstverein, Friedrichshafen, Germany

Cataloge, color, 90 pages, 21 x 30 cm

2021

English, German

Hannah Eckstein

kunstverein-friedrichshafen.de, PDF (page 38-63)

The catalogue includes a detailed documentation of the

exhibition, a foreword by the curator, Hannah Eckstein, and

texts by Ulrike Bergermann, John Brennan and Heiderose Langer on the works of the

participating artists Ira Konyukhova, Marc Lee and Lena Polizcka.

Utopias as well as dystopias are profoundly human concepts. The �rst utopia can be

traced back to antiquity and Plato’s Politeia, in which the notion of an ideal society was

recorded for the �rst time in human histo-ry. The term ‘utopia’ itself was coined in 1516

by the English statesman and humanist Thomas More in his novel On the Best State of

a Republic and the Island of Utopia. The title already suggests that this work shares as

its theme an ideal society in an ideal state. Evidently, both Plato’s and More’s works

https://marclee.io/en/publications/EIGENHEIM-EDITION-5-%E2%80%93-Digital-Art-Collection
https://www.galerie-eigenheim.de/exhibitions/eigenheim-edition-5-digital-art-collection/
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication_Eigenheim-MKV-Edition-5-Digital-Art-Collection.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/A-Case-for-Keeping-It-Random_The-New-York-Times
https://www.nytimes.com/paidpost/dashlane/a-case-for-keeping-it-random.html
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication_A-Case-for-Keeping-It-Random_nytimes.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/Captured-in%E2%80%93between-Dys%E2%80%93Utopia
https://www.kunstverein-friedrichshafen.de/pfeffel-reinhold-2-2-2/
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication-captured-in-between.pdf


arose from a humanistic way of thinking that believes in a better form of existence for

mankind.

more...

Stormy Weather

Verlag für moderne Kunst

Book, color, 72 pages, 21 x 15 cm

2020

English, French

by Katharina Brandl, Claire Hoffmann

ISBN 978-3903796157

https://www.vfmk.org/books/stormy-weather, (PDF)

The metaphor and the reality of the ‘cloud’ are

omnipresent in our daily lives. It is not only the place where

data are stored but also-by cloud computing, cloud gaming, or cloud streaming-the

place where the central functions of computational power and auto-learning arti�cial

intelligence have migrated to. The cloud is not a storage folder-it is our super brain. The

exhibition project “Stormy Weather” questions the relationship between the human-

made clouds of our present to humans, climate and politics.

more...

KUNSTFORUM International, Bd. 267

post-futuristisch. Kunst in dystopischen Zeiten

Zeitschrift / Serie, 335 pages

2020

Deutsch

Herausgegeben von Ann-Katrin Günzel

https://www.kunstforum.de/band/2020-267-post-

futuristisch/, Book P. 140-147 (PDF)

Dass wir uns so unvermittelt und mit einer solch harten

Vollbremsung in einer Entschleunigungsphase

wieder�nden würden, hätte vor wenigen Wochen noch

niemand vermutet: Unsere wachstumsorientierte, schnelllebige Leistungsgesellschaft

2004 - 2020 Complete list: https://marclee.io/en/publications/

wird derzeit geradezu dramatisch vom Corona-Virus ausgebremst, das dabei ein

atemberaubendes Tempo an den Tag legt und sich wie im Flug über alle Landesgrenzen

hinweg verbreitete. Im Gegensatz zum utopischen Fortschrittsdenken der italienischen

Futuristen am Anfang des 20. Jahrhunderts be�nden wir uns heute in einer Zeit des

Post-Futurismus, in der die Auswirkungen der Wachstumsideologie zwar noch

andauern, Stimmen des Widerstands aber angesichts einer nicht mehr zu leugnenden

Klimakrise immer lauter werden und der Zustand der zunehmenden Erschöpfung

alternative soziale, politische und ökonomische Entwürfe erfordert. Das spiegelt sich

auch in der Kunst.

more...

A Ripple In The {Data} Flow

MA Curatorial Practice, School of Visual Arts, NY

Catalogue

2020

English

by Xinchen Du

www.macp.sva.edu/a-ripple-in-the-data-�ow, Cataloge

(PDF)

A Ripple in the {Data} Flow proposes a series of urgent questions too often ignored in

this age of global connectivity: What kind of self-awareness can users maintain when

they are actively, passively, or indirectly accessing data? If data is structured in a

rational way, to what extent are we rational when using data? What are the perils of

infatuation with the networked world and the many kinds of information, pleasure,

convenience, and fantasy it offers? Curated amid the unprecedented human novel

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic,

more...

https://marclee.io/en/publications/Stormy-Weather
https://www.vfmk.org/books/stormy-weather
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication-Stormy-Weather.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/KUNSTFORUM-International_Bd.-267
https://www.kunstforum.de/band/2020-267-post-futuristisch/
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication_Postfuturistische-Koerper_Yvonne-Volkart.pdf
https://marclee.io/en/publications/
https://marclee.io/en/publications/A-Ripple-In-The-%7BData%7D-Flow
https://www.macp.sva.edu/a-ripple-in-the-data-flow
https://marclee.io/wp-content/uploads/Publication_A-Ripple-In-The-Data-Flow.pdf



