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A    Listening comprehension          (30 points) 
 
Read the questions carefully before you listen to the text. 
 
You are going to hear each part twice. 
 
 
Part 1  You are going to listen to a podcast “Live from Geneva”.    

                   12P./ ___ 

A Complete the gaps in sentences 1 – 6 while you listen for the first time. 
1. Speaker one’s nationality is  ……………………………………….……………………..… .  

2. What does speaker two think about Geneva? 

………..…………………………………………………………………………………………..  

3. Speaker three does not have to pay a lot for ………………………………………........... .  

4. Speaker four thinks that the trains ………………………………………………………….. . 

5. Speaker five likes the variety of  ………………………………………………….……....... . 

6. Speaker six likes to live in Nyon because of  ……………………………..…........……… .  

 
 
B When you listen again, answer questions 7 – 9 by ticking the correct box. þ 

                     3P./ ___ 
7.  Switzerland isn’t mostly liked because of ................................. 

q all the different things to eat.  
 q the countryside. 

q the cleanliness.  
q its roads.  

 
 
8.  What is not mentioned in the podcast?  

q food  
q drinks  

 q castles 
 q  animals 
 
 
9.  Speaker six does not talk about ................... 

q castles. 
q his hometown.  
q the town of Geneva.  
q the size of a town.   
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In Part 2 you are going to listen to Maya who is introducing a sports centre. 
 
 
 
A Complete the gaps in sentences 10 – 15 while you listen for the first time. 

               12P./ ___ 

10. Hello, I’ll just ………………………………………………………..........the centre.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

11. The introduced centre is quite …………………………………............................. 

12. The .................................................................................... system is very good.  

13. The sports centre opened ................................................................................... .  

14. If you want to take a shower you have ............................................................. . 

15. Just off the main entrance, there is .................................................................... . 

 
 
 
 
B When you listen again, answer questions 16 – 18 by ticking the correct box. þ 

                  3P./ ___ 
16.  The gym offers ................................... 

 q  lots of activities at different times in the evenings. 
 q  a few different activities at different times a day. 
 q  lots of different activities at different times a day.  
 q  lots of different activities at special times a day. 

 
17.   In the gym, you can have a massage ................................... 

 q  at a reasonable price. 
 q  free if you are a member. 
 q  if you book in advance. 
 q  whenever you want.  

 

18.   You can join the gym for six months, that gives you the right to ........................... 

 q  use the gym only.  
 q  use the gym and go to classes as often as you like.  
 q  use the gym and go to two classes per week. 
 q  use the gym and the sauna.   
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B    Reading comprehension             (30 points) 
 
Part 1  
 
Read the text carefully. Then answer questions a) to k). 
 
 
Zhejiang Scenery: Hua’ao Stone Forest 
 
 
Off the rugged coast of China’s Zhejiang 
province, more than 18,000 remote 
islands lay adrift in the East China Sea. 
Many are uninhabited. Others are just big 
enough to poke their heads above the 
surf. But one of them is home to a striking 
geological wonder that rises sharply from 
the sea. 
 
Known as Hua’ao Island or Shilin (“stone 
forest”, in Chinese), this 13-sq-km islet is 
largely covered in a green carpet of trees. 
But along its jagged coasts, thousands of stacked grey and black basalt columns shoot 30m 
up from the water, forming an otherworldly landscape that resembles a vast volcanic pipe 
organ.  
 
Hua’ao’s rough-hewn landscape is more than 66 million years in the making, forming when 
volcanic lava consolidated into solid rock. Over the years, a combination of weathering and 
sea erosion has sculpted this basalt tuff into upright and diagonal columns with anywhere 
from three to seven sides. 
 
Because of its stone-and-sea similarities, this little-known outcrop is often compared to one of 
the United Kingdom’s most famous Unesco landmarks: the Giant’s Causeway. While both 
are defined by massive basalt columns sticking out of the sea, those on Hua’ao are in fact 
older, stronger and taller than the Northern Irish “giant”. 
 
While legend has it that Northern Ireland’s basalt landscape was formed by a massive giant, 
Hua’ao is rumoured to house tiny spirits. Many Chinese believe that small fairies inhabit 
caves, and since the island is home to 108 caverns and grottoes, Hua’ao is known locally as 
the Fairy Kingdom on the Sea. 
 
More than 1,000 people live on Hua’ao 
Island, most of whom are fishermen or crab 
and shrimp farmers. Ten years ago, the local 
government started promoting the craggy 
coastal area as a “scenic geological park”. 
Today, Hua’ao has three hotels, and many 
residents have turned their spare rooms into 
guest quarters. 
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In addition to the photographers who come to marvel at the stone forest, many hikers now 
descend on Hua’ao Island to trek several hours to the top of Great Buddha Mountain – so 
named because of its shape when looking up from a bridge visitors must pass to reach the 
ferry. 
 
To accommodate the residents and growing trickle of visitors, the government finally paved 
the island’s one road last year. But Hua’ao’s colossal columns remain a little-known natural 
wonder untouched by man. Built by lava, guarded by spirits and sculpted by wind and water, 
this surreal stone forest has a life of its own, and continues to evolve over time. 
 
 
Text out of:  World of Wonder is a BBC Travel series exploring some of the most inspiring natural phenomena and manmade 
marvels around the globe. 
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Part 1  
 
Answer the following questions by ticking the correct box.  þ            5P./ ___ 
 
A 
a)  Off the coast of China’s Zhejiang province lay ............................ 

q  thousands of inhabited islands. 
q  thousands of very big islands. 
q  thousands of well known islands. 
q  thousands of isolated islands. 

 

 

b)  On Hua’ao Island are  ............................ 
q  lots of trees. 
q  not many trees. 
q  many cities. 
q  many big roads.   

 

 

c)  Most of the columns on Hua’ao Island are .....................   

q  of a round shape. 
q  made of sand. 
q  made of solid rocks. 
q  of volcanic origin.  

 

 

d)  Hua’ao Island is becoming more popular for .....................  

 q  people who like to cycle around the island. 
 q  people who like to go for long walks around the island.  
 q  people who are looking for a quiet place to stay.  
 q  people who are interested in Chinese culture.  

 

 

e)  There .............. on Hua’ao Island 

 q  are many big roads 
 q  is one dirt road 
 q  are only walking tracks 
 q  is only one tarred road 
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B 
Now answer the following questions as exactly as possible.  
Please answer in English.  
 
                  10P./ ___ 
 
 
f)  The basalt columns are compared with a musical instrument. What kind of? 

……………………………………………………………………………………..…………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………..……………………….. 

 

 

g)  Most of the people who live on Hua’ao Island make a living of what? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

 

h)  What are the differences between the columns in Northern Ireland and the ones on Hua’ao  
Island? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

 

i)  Why is Hua’ao Island called the “Fairy Kingdom”? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 

 

k)  What formed the special shape of the columns? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
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Part 2 
 
Read the text carefully. Then answer tasks a) to k). 
 
Mongolia’s epic celebration at – 40oC  
 
Once a year, Mongolians from different provinces, tribes and religious beliefs gather at 
Lake Khövsgöl to celebrate their shared connection to nature. 
 
By Yulia Denisyuk, 22 March 2019 
 

1. A land of blue skies 
Leaving traffic-choked Ulaanbaatar, where about half of Mongolia’s three million citizens live, 
feels like a trip to another planet. On the outskirts of the country’s biggest city, residential 
buildings and factories quickly give way to deserted moonscapes that stretch toward the 
horizon.  
 
The Land of the Eternal Blue Sky, as Mongolia is often called, is cloudless most of the year. 
But this abundance of sunshine can be deceiving. Much of Mongolia’s rugged landscape 
consists of wide, grass-covered plains called steppes, which, uncluttered by trees or 
manmade structures, allow gales to sweep across the land. The weather can be especially 
treacherous in winter when Siberian winds from the north bring in exceedingly cold air and 
temperatures regularly dip below -40C. (Credit: Yulia Denisyuk) 
 

2. Encased in ice 
Located in Northern Mongolia near the Russian 
border, Lake Khövsgöl is the country’s largest 
freshwater lake by area, stretching across 2,620 sq 
km and measuring 244m at its deepest point. Its 
crystalline waters have earned it the nickname „the 
blue pearl of Mongolia“, although for at least six 
months of the year the lake is encased in several 
metres of ice strong enough to hold people, livestock 
and even vehicles. 
 

3. An ancient way of life 
Mongolia is roughly the size of Western Europe but with nearly 130 times fewer residents, 
making it the least densely populated country in the world. Life outside the urban areas 
remains close to how it was centuries ago when wild horses roamed seemingly endless 
grass pastures.  
 
The growing copper, coal and precious metal mining industries have transformed the 
economy over the past few decades, but agriculture and herding remain a cornerstone of 
Mongolian life. Families of the steppe rely upon livestock for their income, transport, food and 
survival. (Credit: Yulia Denisyuk) 
 

4. Incredible ingenuity 
Many herding families live a semi-nomadic lifestyle, steering their herds of horses or reindeer 
to fertile pastures while staying close to a village for healthcare and other community needs. 
With winds prevalent throughout the winter, herders try to base themselves in a calm spot in 
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a valley or near a hill through the season. 
 
The peripatetic way of life would hardly be possible 
without a ger, the nomadic Mongolians’ portable home. 
The circular shape helps insulate the ger from the 
continuous winds and warm it evenly with the heat from 
a wood-burning stove, the home’s physical and spiritual 
centre. The ger is designed so that a group of five 
people can assemble it in about an hour, allowing 
families to move as quickly and often as their herds require. (Credit: Yulia Denisyuk) 
 

5. Coming together 
Despite the difficulties they face, the people find ways to honour the winter months and 
celebrate their survival. Every March as spring approaches, Mongolians from across the 
country travel to Lake Khövsgöl for the Khövsgöl Ice Festival. Getting here is not an easy 
feat. Few paved roads exist. Much of the distance is traversed through bumpy tracks with no 
signposts to guide the way.  
 
Armed with a thermos of tsai – a mix of water, milk, black or green tea and a dash of salt – 
and a satchel of fresh, deep-fried khuushuur (a type of meat pastry), families gather on the 
metres-deep ice to celebrate the end of the most challenging part of the year. (Credit: Yulia 
Denisyuk) 
 

6. Traditional pastimes 
The festival has been gaining popularity with tourists in recent years. Over the course of two 
days, attendees can observe – and participate in – traditional Mongolian pastimes. On the 
first day of the festival, horse-drawn sleighs scurry across the frozen lake and guests 
compete in traditional games such as tug-of-war and archery. The second day is reserved for 
large competitions like horse-sleigh races and ice-sculpture carving. (Credit: Yulia Denisyuk) 
 

7. Time for celebration 
Hailing from different provinces, tribes, ethnic groups and religious beliefs, visitors settle in 
gers on and around the lake, coming together to celebrate the profound respect for nature 
that unites them. Despite the difficulties faced during the winter months, the mood is joyous. 
 
 
Text out of: http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20190321-mongolias-epic-celebration-at--40c 
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Part 2  
 
Complete the statements a to e. 
 
Match each statement with the number of the text, as in the example.            5P./ ___ 
 

 Statement Paragraph  

Example In this paragraph you get the information where about half 
of Mongolia’s population lives.  1 

a This paragraph tells you another name for Lake Khövsgöl.  
b In this paragraph you get some information about how big 

Mongolia is.    
c This paragraph tells you how some Mongolian families 

live.  
d This paragraph tells you how difficult it is to get to the 

festival.     
e In this paragraph you get the information about the 

duration of the festival.    
 
Answer the following questions (f to k) as exactly as possible.          10P./ ___ 
 
Please answer in English.  
 
f)  Why is Mongolia often called “The Land of Eternal Blue Sky”? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 
g)  How would you describe life in the countryside centuries ago? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 
h)  Why are the herds very important for a Mongolian family? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 
i)  What decides how quickly and often Mongolian families move?  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
 
k)  What do the Mongolians celebrate? 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 
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C    Use of English                (20 points) 
 
 
Part 1:  
 
        
A                     5P./ ___ 
Complete the following sentences. Tick the correct box.  þ 
 

1. Are you thirsty?   ................. make you a drink?   

q  Will I   q  Shall I  q  Do I   q  I’ll 

 
2. What’s her job?   She’s ................. lecturer.    

q  an university  q  a university q  one university  q  university 

 

3. When Mike was at school, he ................ speak German quite well.  

q  was able   q  could  q  able to  q  can 

 
4. It was ................ night that we didn’t see the animals. 

q  a so dark  q  so a dark  q  such a dark  q  an such dark 

 
5. The rooms were full ................ old furniture.  

q  of   q  with  q  from   q  off 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B                  10P./ ___ 
Make one sentence from the two that are given.   
 
Example:   I ate a pizza last night. It was very good. 

  The pizza I ate last night was very good.   
 
1. Sandy took some photographs. Have you seen them?  

   Have you  ………………………...………….……………….………..…..…………………………    
 
 
2. Helen is wearing a jacket. I like it. 

    I like ……………….....................................………….………………………………………….… 
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3. I was carrying a bag. It was very heavy. 

    The bag ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
4. I’m wearing shoes. They aren’t very comfortable.  

    The shoes …………………………………………..………………………………………………..  
 
 
5. We invited some people to dinner. They didn’t come.  

    The …………….………………………………………………………………………………...…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part 2:                   5P./ ___ 
 
Complete the following sentences. Tick the correct word or expression.  þ 
 
 
1.  The queue ………………………     

q  moved forward slowly   q  forward slowly moved 

q  slowly moved forward    q  moved slowly forward 

 
 
2. His income is about .......................... mine.     

q  equal  q  same as     q  the same as  q  like 

 
 
3. Paul ................. the mess.  

q  cleared up q  cleared of  q  cleared out  q  cleared in 

 
 
4. Ireland, ........... a population of less than five million people is a beautiful country.   

q  it has  q  who has  q  which has  q  that has 

 
 
5.  Peter bought a ......................... house. 

q  big, old, brown, Japanese    q  Japanese, old, brown, big 

q  old, big, brown Japanese  q  big, old Japanese, brown 
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D     Writing                (20 points) 
 
Sie müssen nur Part 1 oder Part 2 bearbeiten. 
 
Part 1: My dream job                20P./ ___ 
 
 - Which is your dream job? 
 - Describe the job and explain why it is your dream job.  
 
Length of text: 80 – 100 Words 
 
Beurteilungskriterien:  Handlungsorientierung / Aufgabenerfüllung (8 Punkte), Textmerkmale / 
Textqualität (4 P.), Wortschatz (4 P.), grammatische Strukturen (4 P.). 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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Part 2: A person I admire              20P./ ___ 

Points to be mentioned: 

 - who exactly is this person 
 - why do I admire this person 
 - write at least three reasons why this person is special to you 
 
Length of text: 80 – 100 Words 
 
Beurteilungskriterien:  Handlungsorientierung / Aufgabenerfüllung (8 Punkte), Textmerkmale / 
Textqualität (4 P.), Wortschatz (4 P.), grammatische Strukturen (4 P.). 
 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 


