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The Government Council

is the supreme executive
authority in the Canton. The
seven full-time members are
elected by majority vote in

a simple plurality procedure
by the electorate every four
years. The tasks allotted to
the Government Council are
as shown below:

Elaboration of drafts of
constitutional changes, laws
and amendments to
legislation, and of credit
decrees for approval by the
Cantonal Parliament or by the
electorate.

Implementation of
legislation and credit decrees

Management of the cantonal
administration with about
33000 staff

Determining the interim and
long-terms goals of Govern-
ment policies

Supervision of the various
authorities

Preparation of the budget

Drawing up the annual state-
ment of account and the
business report

Representation of the Canton
within Switzerland with
respect to the Confederation
and other cantons

Negotiation of international
and inter-cantonal agree-
ments

Reaching decisions in cases
of administrative recourse

Recruitment of leading ad-
ministrative staff

Today, the Canton of Zurich is counted
among the most desirable places to live
and work, not just nationally but internatio-
nally. As the economic driving force behind
Switzerland‘s economy, the Canton offers
the ideal environment for businesses. Sur-
veys have repeatedly confirmed that we
enjoy an outstandingly high quality of life. |
am not surprised: where else can you find
such a wide choice of cultural events, en-
tertainment, sport, transport networks, edu-
cation and places to work? And where else
can you find such a fascinating combination
of vibrant towns and villages with beautiful
countryside, crystal clear lakes and rivers,
peaceful woods, valleys and mountains in
such close proximity?

Zurich's population may well be proud be-
cause everyone contributes to this exem-
plary situation from day to day. It is there-
fore my intention to do all | can politically
to preserve this diversity within the Canton
of Zurich and to further develop it to meet
the needs of the future. After all the Canton
of Zurich has to be a desirable place to live
and work for future generations, too. What
is required — and that is my aim - is to es-
tablish sustainable, all-embracing, forward-
looking policies.
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Dr. Ursula Gut-Winterberger
President of the Government Council of the
Canton of Zurich
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Ursula Gut-Winterberger
Dr. iur.

President

of the Government Council
2011/2011

Head of the Department

of Finance since 2007
Head of the Building
Department 2006-2007

Professional activity

1976 Degree in Law at the
University of Zurich

1986 Doctorate in Law at the
University of Zurich
1986-2005 Relationship
manager, official in strategic
staff, head of division, mem-
ber of management of Credit
Suisse

2005-2006 Swiss Life,
Deputy Director, Human
Resources and Project
Management

Political activity

1990-1994 Auditing
Committee of the
Municipality of Kusnacht
1994-1998 Member of the
Parliament of Kiisnacht, Head
of the Department of Finance
1998-2006 Mayoress of
Kisnacht

since 2004 Member of the
Cantonal Committee of the
Radical Free Democratic
Party (FDP)

Party membership: Radical
Free Democratic Party (FDP)
Place of origin: Kisnacht
Date of birth: 24.9.1953
Domicile: Kiisnacht

Markus Kagi

Vice-President

of the Government Council
2011/2012

Head of the Building
Department since 2007

Professional activity

1973 Business training in a
notary’s office

1977-1979 University

of Zurich (Faculty of Law),
Auditor

1983 Zurich Notary Diploma
1980-1996 Deputy notary in
Riesbach, Zurich

Political activity

1978-1986 Auditing
Committee (chairman for

6 years) in Niederglatt
1986-1994 Councillor, Master
of Works in Niederglatt
1991-1996 Member of

the Cantonal Parliament
(President of the Cantonal
Parliament 1995/96)
1996-2007 Ombudsman of
the Canton of Zurich
2005-2007 President of
the European Ombudsman
Institute

Party membership: Swiss
People’s Party (SVP)
Places of origin: Zell,

Winterthur and Niederglatt
Date of birth: 25.2.1954
Domicile: Niederglatt

Regine Aeppli
lic. iur.

Head of the Department of
Education since 2003
President of the Government
Council 2009/2010

Professional activity

1976 Degree in Law at the
University of Zurich

1982 Lawyer’s Diploma
1986-2003 Independent
lawyer in Zurich
1997-2003 Chairwoman of
the Swiss Workers

Charity SAH

1998-2003 Chairwoman of
the Agency for Renewable
Energy and Energy
Efficiency AEE

Political activity

1987-1996 Member of the
Cantonal Parliament
1995-2003 Deputy
Ombudswoman of the
Canton of Zurich

1995-2003 Member of the
National Council - Member of
the Legal Affairs Committee,
Member of the Political
Institutions Committee

Party membership: Social
Democratic Party (SP)
Place of origin: Zurich

Date of birth: 5.10.1952
Domicile: Zurich
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Thomas Heiniger
Dr. iur.

Head of the Department of
Health since 2007

Professional activity

1982 Degree in Law at the
University of Zurich
1982-1987 Academic
assistant at the Faculty of
Law of the University of
Zurich and Court Secretary
at Horgen District Court
1985 Doctorate in Law at the
University of Zurich

1987 Lawyer’s diploma
1987-2007 Independent
lawyer in Zurich

2005 Mediator IRP (Basic
Training),

University of St. Gallen

Political activity

1982-1986 School
Commission Adliswil
1986-2007 Member of the
Parliament of Adliswil
1994-2007 Mayor of Adliswil
1999-2007 Member of the
Cantonal Parliament —
Vice-president of the FDP
fraction (2003-2007) — Com-
mittee member (2004-2006)

Party membership: Radical
Free Democratic Party (FDP)
Places of origin: Adliswil
and Eriswil

Date of birth: 29.5.1957
Domicile: Adliswil

Ernst Stocker

Head of the Department of
Economics since May 2010

Professional activity

1983 farmer

(federal master diploma)
Until 2007, management of
own farm with education and
training for apprentices

2007 Lease of farm to son.
Assistance on the farm

Political activity

1987-2010 Cantonal
Parliament

2003/2004 President of the
Cantonal Parliament
1998-2006 Councillor of
Wadenswil (1998-2002 Head
of the Health and Secu-

rity Department, 2002-2006
Head of the Building and
Planning Department)
2006-2010 Mayor
2006-2010 Member of the
Steering Committee of the
Association of Municipal
Mayors of the Canton

of Zurich

Party membership: Swiss
People’s Party (SVP)
Place of origin: Wadenswil
Date of birth: 20.4.1955
Domicile: Wadenswil

Martin Anthony Graf

Ing. Agr. ETH (Agricultural
Engineer ETH)

Head of the Department
of Juctice an Home Affairs
since 2011

Professional activity

1981 Degree in Agronomy
at the Federal Institute of
Technology Zurich

1981 - 1984 Official,
AGRIDEA Lindau

1985 — 1989 Head consult-
ant for a Small Scale Dairy
Development Project, Iringa,
Tansania on behalf of Interco-
operation, Berne

1989 - 2011 Project leader
software development,
AGRIDEA Lindau (part-time)

Political activity

1990 - 1994 Member of Par-
liament and of the Auditing
Commission lllnau-Effretikon
1994 - 1998 City Councillor,
Department of Health and
Environment, llinau-Effretikon
1998 - 2011 Mayor, llinau-
Effretikon

Party membership: Green
Party (GP)

Places of origin: Oberhallau,
Zurich and llinau-Effretikon
Date of birth: 28.11.1954
Domicile: Effretikon
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Mario Fehr
lic. iur.

Head of the Department
of Security since 2011

Professional activity

1984 Degree in Law at the Uni-
versity of Zurich

1984/1985 Academic assistant at
the Faculty of Law of the Univer-
sity of Zurich

1985/1986 Auditor at Zurich
District Court

1986/1988 Auditor at Horgen
Juvenile Court

1989-94 Educational Work Train-
ing Facility Uitikon

1992-2008 Teacher at the School
for Technical Professions Zurich
- (B2)

1994 Teacher training certificate
in general subjects for technical
colleges at the University of
Zurich

2006-2011 President of the
Swiss Society of Commercial
Employees

Political activity

1986-1994 Member of the Parlia-
ment of Adliswil

1991-2000 Cantonal Parliament
1994-2010 Member of the City
Council of Adliswil

2000-2005 Constitutional Council
1999-2011 National Council,
Member of the External Affairs
Committee and of the Commis-
sion for Science, Education, and
Culture

Party membership: Social Demo-
cratic Party (SP)

Places of origin: Adliswil

Date of birth: 13.9.1958

Domicile: Zirich

Beat Husi
lic. iur.

Chancellor since 1995

Prior professional activity:
1976 Degree in Law at the
University of Zurich
1977-1980 Assistant at the
Legal Seminary of the
University of Zurich
1980-1982 Auditor and Court
Secretary at Horgen District
Court

1982-1987 Court of Appeals
of the Canton of Zurich:
Secretary at the 1st civil
division and secretary of the
legal supervisory committee
1985 Lawyer’s diploma
1987-1995 Department of
Health and Economy of the
City of Zurich (1988 central
secretary, 1992 1st central
secretary)

Places of origin: Kilchberg
and Wangen near Olten

Date of birth: 30.12.1952
Domicile: Langnau near Albis

Chancellery

As the central office of the Government
Council the Chancellery provides services
guaranteeing the smooth functioning of the
Government Council as a collegial authority.
Preparation of meetings, obtaining advice
on legal matters and on matters of policy,
controlling and organisation of events are
some of the regular tasks. In cooperation
with the various Departments, the Chancel-
lery is responsible for communicating to the
public and also provides general services to
the administration such as postal services,
informatics and services for e-government.
The Chancellery is headed by the State
Secretary whose head is the current Presi-
dent of the Government Council.

Government Council Communication Office
Informatics

Controlling

Coordination of External Affairs
E-Government

Recourse Division

Central Services

Events and Representation

Postal Services
Publications/Prepress Department
Legal Services

Kaspar-Escher-Haus
Neumuhlequai 10
P.O. Box, 8090 Zurich
Phone 043 259 20 01
Fax 043 259 59 37
www.sk.zh.ch




